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Oxford Film and Music Festival fulfill mission to entertain
BY ELLIE TURNER
eeturne1@olemiss.edu

The Oxford Film Festival
(OFF) and Oxford Music Festival
(OMF) combined this year, which
benefited both in their mission to
entertain from Thursday, Feb. 9
to Sunday, Feb. 12. The festival
kicked off at The Lyric of Oxford with Thacker Mountain
Radio and this year’s OFF community film.
“We are always searching for
entertainment in the evening for
filmmakers, and the music festival
is still trying to bring in an audience, so it sort of combined to, I
hate to say it this way but, kill two
birds with one stone,” said Melanie Addington, communications
director for the OFF.
The four-day event bounced
from one location to the other
with movie screenings at the
Malco Oxford Studio Cinema
and The Lyric, and music performances at The Lyric and Proud
Larry’s.
The OMF is in its fourth year
and focuses on finding local talent whether new or old. The selection process includes mainly
word of mouth, but organizers
keep their eyes open for bands
who are playing a good bit and
are circulating around the area.
This year’s musical performances
included Young Buffalo, Machine
Gun Kelley and the G-men and
Grammy winner Jimbo Mathus.
“The highlight is a much
smoother festival that’s really
showcasing a lot more of what
Oxford is,” said Tim Burkhead,
OMF co-creator and financial
director. “I can’t tell you that it is
one type of music, or one type of
festival. We’ve done a really good
job this year of making sure that
all genres and all aspects of the
local music community are being
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LEFT: A vocalist from Tate Moore and the Cosmic Door performs at the Lyric as part of the Oxford Music Festival. RIGHT: Director Morgan Fox discussing his film, “This is what Love and
Action Looks Like.” The film deals with parents forcing teens to go to camps for homosexuality.

debuted.”
Burkhead said the music festival brings a variety of music
people can’t hear on mainstream
radio. He has made it his mission
to have a platform where these
tunes can be heard.
“It’s a great opportunity for a
great price for people to get out
of the top 40s that they know so
well,” and to go out and see what
classmates and teachers do on the
weekend, Burkhead said.
Another success of the music
festival was the start of a collaboration between artists Kenny
Kimbrough, son of legendary
bluesman Junior Kimbrough,
and Ben Yarbrough and Jim Barrett of Young Buffalo.
“Now I can’t speak for everyone, but I don’t know if those
three would have been able to
have that conversation if they
weren’t brought together with a
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vehicle such as the Oxford Music
Festival,” Burkhead said. “Our
main mission was accomplished:
bringing together our community
of citizens, students, artists and
musicians to celebrate our local
music talent.”
Ole Miss graduate Cain Webber drove in from New Orleans
to spend the weekend in Oxford.
Though he didn’t know the music festival was going to be here,
Webber is glad he had the chance
to show his support.
“It’s great because it brings
a cultural aspect to the city,” he
said. “People get to come out and
see what up-and-coming bands
are coming, because, let’s be honest, Oxford Music Festival is not
the grandest of scale, but I mean,
it’s quality venues, like The Lyric,
which are nationally known for
having great bands, so it’s a great
thing.”
OFF is in its ninth year, and
the selection process involves
a lot of movie-watching. Each
movie selected to be featured in
the film festival has to be watched
by at least three members of the
festival team. They have a sheet
of questions that enable them to
judge and document the lighting, sound, camera work, acting,
story line and overall view of the
movie’s performance.
Featured films included “Dick
Night,” a film that tackles the love
and vampire trend from an unexpected angle, “Ms. Marvel’s Day

Off,” a film that shows what a super-heroine does when she is not
saving lives, and “The Orderly,” a
comedy about a man who transports two psychiatric patients to
a destination that is eight hours
away.
Every film falls in one of these
categories: narrative feature,
documentary feature, shorts: narrative and documentary, shorts:
animated and experimental, and
Mississippi films: narrative, documentary and music video.
The judges, who range from
set decorators to film critics to
experienced filmmakers, chose
the best from each category. The
awards ceremony was Saturday,
Feb. 11 at 8 p.m.
OFF award winners receive
a statuette created by sculptor
Bill Beckwith called “The Spirit
of the Hoka,” which resembles
the Chickasaw Princess Hoka of
1835.
The Best Narrative Feature
award went to “Perfection,”
which was written, directed and
starred in by Christina Beck. Beck
also took home the Lisa Blount
Memorial Acting Award. “Perfection” is a film about an adult
who lives with her mother and
cuts herself until she finds love.
Ole Miss students, Jordan Berger and Houston Settle won first in
the Mississippi Documentary category for their film Special Jury
Citation for Cultural Relevance:
Back in Oxford. Ole Miss student

Ben Guest won a Hoka award for
his film Showtime.
The Kudos Award, an award
that credits the University of Mississippi’s Greek organizations for
their recognition of the film festival, went to the Phi Delta Theta
fraternity and the Kappa Delta
sorority.
The film festival organizers,
who are all volunteers, try to focus
on topics that are important to
filmmakers. This year, they had a
session about financing one’s own
independent film because Mississippi’s film incentive program has
changed.
Former Gov. Haley Barbour
passed legislation that raised the
cash rebate incentive to 25 percent for filmmakers who spend at
least $50,000 on their film.
“Most states, like Louisiana is
a good example, have a tax incentive program so that you get
a certain percentage back on
whatever you spend locally on a
film,” Addington said. “Basically
if somebody wants to come, like
‘The Help,’ which I think was like
$30 million into the state, they get
a certain percentage back. It saves
filmmakers money, and it brings
economic benefits into the state
for films to come here.”
Most of the films are independent films, but that is not a
requirement. It typically just happens to work out that way in the
See OFF, PAGE 3
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Weekly Top Zen: Lights, Camera, Inaction

BY ANDY PAUL
@anandypaul

I did it. I finally did it. I
cracked through the nearly
impenetrable wall that separates the realm of show business from the world of mere
mortals. For months, I’ve
searched in vain for the proper way to get access into this
elusive and elite group of individuals. Then, just when I had
given up all hope of elevating
myself in this cold, cold world,
an opportunity presented it-

self that would change my life
forever. I am no longer one of
the simple common folk. I am
Hollywood elite now. A god
among men. I, Andy Paul, was
a volunteer at a small-town
film festival.
That’s right, give me some
space, and show some respect.
You are in the presence of genius, of greatness. How did
this caste-changing occasion
present itself to me, you ask?
Well, it’s a funny story. The
Oxford Film Festival put out
an advertisement for volunteers for this past weekend’s
festivities. Somehow, the vacancies did not fill up immediately. Silly peons of Oxford,
they can’t even see a transformative, God-sent chance
when it is staring them in the

face. That’s what separates us
entertainment moguls from
the chaff.
Well, being the self-motivated man that I am — one who
seizes greatness when it is offered to him — I signed up for
a position right away. Obviously sensing my innate predisposition toward creativity
and self-worth, they put me on
what I believe to be the highest rung on the ladder.
That’s right, you guessed it:
ticket sales. Try not to look so
impressed, you’re embarrassing yourself. Yes, in the span
of only a few hours, I went
from a nobody, plain-clothes
citizen to a full-fledged movie
mogul.
All this being said, I guess
it wasn’t as obvious to some

of the slower people beneath
me at the film festival. At one
point, someone asked me to
stack boxes of T-shirts in a
storage closet. Stack boxes of
shirts! Like I’m some kind of
lowly servant! I helped out because I felt so sorry for them,
but I made a note to blacklist
them from any future entertainment work. Rule No. 1:
you gotta be ruthless in this
business.
Rule No. 2: there’s always
time to network, no matter
how high up on the food chain
you already are. Looking for
my next big project, I decided
to try and chat it up with some
of the actors. You never know
who could give you a hand
later on down the road.
“So what film are you in-

volved in?” I asked one attendee.
“Um. Can you direct me to
the bathroom?” was the reply.
Rule No. 3: Sometimes, you
have to stay in character, even
long after filming has wrapped.
I graciously showed them to
the restrooms, confident that
they will remember me once
they decide to end their character study. You can’t rush art,
that’s for sure.
I should wrap this up,
though. I’m needed for one
more round of “volunteering”
(as they call it) this afternoon.
I’ll be sure to write from Hollywood. You all are the real
stars!
Just kidding. We in show
business are the real stars.
Now fetch me a latte.

COLUMN

Movie Column: Oh, Look. It’s “Star Wars” again

BY JOSH PRESLEY
joshpresley551@gmail.com

What can I say about George
Lucas that hasn’t already been
screamed at movie screens by angry nerds for the past 15 years?
He’s responsible for some of the
most thrilling and spectacular cinematic moments that you remember from your childhood. However, I doubt there’s ever been
a person born more completely
unable to leave well enough alone

than George Lucas.
For the uninitiated, most people
believed the original “Star Wars”
trilogy was great just the way it is,
but starting in the mid-’90s Lucas
has felt that he must re-release the
original trilogy every few years
with a new and completely arbitrary change or 20, his excuse being that he didn’t get to fully realize his “vision” when the movies
were originally released.
He also created the prequel trilogy, which, except for Episode III
(for the most part), is quite completely horrible. Well it’s been a
few years since the prequel trilogy was released, so now it’s time
to start re-releasing those as well!
And in 3-D, no less!

“Episode I: The Phantom Menace” was released Friday, and like
a good little sheep I went to see
it, thus giving more money to the
monstrous machinations of Mr.
Lucas.
This is my first time seeing
“Episode I” in theater, and while
I’ve never ever liked the movie, I
gained a bit of a new appreciation
seeing it on the big screen.
Everything that was wrong with
it before is still wrong with it now.
Jake Lloyd’s portrayal of Anakin
Skywalker was the single most annoying performance from a child
in movie history. The acting in
general is completely awful, which
is quite an accomplishment for
a movie starring Liam Neeson,

Ewan McGregor, Natalie Portman and Samuel L. Jackson. The
dreadful “midi-chlorians” are
still there. The pod race still goes
on forever. The trade federation
mumbo jumbo still bores one to
tears. Jar Jar Binks still exists.
So, what’s my new appreciation? Well, taken as a “Star Wars”
movie, “Episode I” is terrible, but
taken as an over-the-top exercise
in surreal weirdness, it delivers in
spades. So much of the dialogue,
general pacing, set pieces and transitions make so little sense and are
so out there that if David Lynch
had directed this movie, everyone
would have called it a masterpiece.
I found myself enjoying the movie
much more when watching it this

way.
But, aside from the plethora
of reasons I just mentioned, why
does everyone dislike this movie so
much? Probably because it never
feels like “Star Wars.” The fight
between Darth Maul and the two
Jedis is the only part that feels like
it has any connection to the original trilogy. The rest is just a dumbed-down toy commercial crossed
with video game cutscenes.
The 3-D isn’t much to write
home about either. I was sort of
expecting a little more from a
“Star Wars” movie in three dimensions, but I found this one to
be very lacking. Oh, well, they’ve
got five more to go, so maybe it
will get better.

OFF,

continued from page 2

festival world, Addington said.
“I am a big champion of independent films as an art form, and
Oxford embraces artists, so this
is just a way for us to celebrate
and show films that otherwise we
wouldn’t see in Oxford,” she said.
Ole Miss law student Erin Doctor
has volunteered for OFF in years
past, but this year she decided to
watch the films and support a part
of Oxford that sometimes goes unnoticed by the student population.
“It’s a good opportunity for a
broader part of the community to
get involved in the art scene in Oxford,” she said. “It’s a way to make
it more available to the public.”
The Oxford Music and Film
Festival was considered a success
by organizers Addington and Burkhead.
“I think this weekend was the
start of a great festival relationship,” Burkhead said.
Visit
www.oxfordfilmfest.
com/2012/02/off-2012-winers/
for more information.
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Weekend Bound in Oxford Town
FEBRUARY 16
17
Carry this with you
throughout your weekend, we have looked all
over Oxford for the best
events and deals to get you
through the weekend. Each
week we will keep you
informed on the coming
weeks nightlife

18

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Karoke @ Frank and Marlee’s
“Hill Country Legend”
Kenny Brown @ Roosters
Jake Owen @ The Lyric
The Lemonheads @ Proud
Larry’s

Dueling Pianos @ Frank and Marlee’s
Blind Mississippi Morris @ Roosters
Drew Holcomb and the Neighbors
@ Proud Larry’s
Down and Dirty with DJs Skeet Yo!
Santosm MarceauxMarceaux and
Ben Murray @ The Lyric

Dueling Pianos @ Frank and
Marlee’s
The Chad Wesley Band @
Roosters
Bass Drum of Death @
Proud Larry’s

If you would like to inform us of upcoming events.
Contact us at thedmfeatures@gmail.com

CDF president to speak at Ford Center

Photo Courtesy of CDF

BY ELLIE TURNER
eeturne1@olemiss.edu

A civil rights activist who was
once an advocate for Mississippi’s poverty and racial dis-

crimination is returning to the
state to discuss her journey of
defending Americans, especially children.
In 1973, Marian Wright Edelman founded the Children’s

Defense Fund in Washington,
D.C., and the organization is
still functioning and guiding
children into adulthood. As
president of the CDF, Edelman has created a foundation
for children and families “to
have equal playing ground” no
matter what their background,
according to the CDF’s website.
In fact, George W. Bush patterned his “No Child Left Behind” initiative after Edelman’s
“Leave No Child Behind”
phrase that the CDF still emphasizes.
Because of her impact on the
nation’s children and her work
through the CDF, Edelman has
been asked by the Isom Center
for Women and Gender Studies to be the keynote speaker
for Black History Month at the
Ford Center on Thursday, Feb.
23 at 7 p.m.
“She’s a hero to a lot of peo-

ple for being both inspirational
about the potential for improving things and for working dayto-day to address really specific
problems,” said Ted Ownby,
director of the Center for the
Study of Southern Culture and
professor of history and Southern studies. “We need to hear
her voice both to listen to policy objectives and also to hear
how she tells her own story.”
Journalism professor Curtis
Wilkie, also inaugural fellow of
the Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics,
said the Overby Center wanted
to take advantage of Edelman’s
presence at the university. Edelman will revisit her memories
of her time in the Delta with
Kennedy at the Overby Center
on Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 1 p.m.
Ten years before the CDF
was created, Edelman came to
Mississippi in her twenties to
work on overcoming racial is-
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sues. In her time spent in the
state, Edelman saw the poverty-stricken homes and lack of
education. She decided that
the injustice was too much to
ignore and was admitted into
the Mississippi Bar in 1965.
“I think the important thing
is not just to see her as a ‘first,’
but to see that she was working
to use the law to protect people from discrimination and
to support their rights to better educations and chances for
better jobs with better wages,”
Ownby said.
Edelman testified to a U.S.
Senate Committee about the
poverty in Mississippi, citing
that the local food aid was
not distributed efficiently and
people were starving and out
of work. Her detailed inquiry
led to a tour in 1967 that Sens.
Robert Kennedy and Sen. Joseph Clark and Edelman took
of the state to verify the conditions, specifically in the Mississippi Delta.
“Because Kennedy had such
a high profile, where he went
the media also went,” said
Ellen Meacham, a journalism professor who researched
Edelman’s visit to the state
with Kennedy for a personal
project. “When he walked into
those dilapidated houses that
were falling apart with no food
in the refrigerator and children
who hadn’t eaten since the day
before, when he walked in and
heard their parents talk about
their struggles, the world heard
it.”
After they returned to Washington, Kennedy, along with
the subcommittee that went
with him to Mississippi, started
making efforts to change the
situation he had witnessed.
Edelman spent five years
in Mississippi witnessing discrimination and fighting it as
an NAACP lawyer. She helped
organize a Head Start program
in Mississippi but later left out
of frustration due to lack of
compromise and moved to
Washington, D.C.
“The event with Robert KenSee ELDERMAN, PAGE 6
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Photo Essay: A Tourist in Sestri Levante, Italy
This is a series of photographs taken in Sestri Levante,
Italy, during the month of June. The images here attempt
to depict the role of the tourist in a foreign country and
how they relate to their surroundings. These photos attempt
to capture how tourists interact with their surroundings in
a foreign context. Typically, when I enter a new place or
travel to another country, I tend to see things differently
than people who live in that country because I am seeing
them for the first time. This usually causes me to react to
things differently than the person living in the city. Throughout these images, I have tried to capture the place in which
these tourists are interacting and the way in which they
interact with those surroundings that sets them apart from
citizens living in the area.

Photo Essay By: Houston Coffield
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Ole Miss student receives ticket to Hollywood
BY KAITLYN DUBOSE
lkdubose@olemiss.edu

When Chris Bandi, a senior
marketing major, found out
“American Idol” would be coming to his hometown, he knew he
had to be there.
“Previous seasons, people
would say to me, ‘You should try
out, you can sing that song better
than these people,’ and I was always like, ‘I don’t know,’” Bandi
said. “But finally this year they
were coming to St. Louis, and I
had really been putting more effort into my music. So I thought
I might as well take a chance.”
Bandi had been in Oxford taking a June intersession class and
after taking his final exam early,
drove back to St. Louis and auditioned for the show the next day.
He stood in line with more than
10,000 other music hopefuls just
to get a chance to be on “American Idol.”
But before he could make it in
front of judges Jennifer Lopez,
Steven Tyler and Randy Jackson, Bandi had to audition for
various producers for the show.
“I wasn’t really nervous, just
because I had done it so many
times before,” he said. “I had
auditioned three times prior to
meeting the judges. So by that
time I was ready to get it over
with.”
With his rendition of “Walking in Memphis,” Bandi wowed
the judges and received his ticket
to the Hollywood round.

“As I was turning to walk away
I heard JLo say, ‘Congratulations, you’re the first three ‘yeses’
in St. Louis,’” Bandi said. “That
was awesome.”
But he did not immediately go
to Hollywood. Bandi came back
to Ole Miss in the fall and continued with his classes as normal.
The auditions in California were
not until December and Bandi
had to keep his trip a secret.
“The only people that knew
were my family who were at the
audition,” he said. “I had to keep
it on the down low. It was really
hard concentrating on classes
last semester knowing that over
the break I would be heading
out to L.A. and have a chance to
be done with school and start a
music career.”
During that semester, Bandi
spent time playing in Oxford,
which helped him get comfortable singing in front of crowds.
“Before trying out, I had not
played in Oxford, but between
then and Hollywood I played a
few times,” he said. “That helped
with getting over stage fright. But
I was still nervous in Hollywood
because out there everybody is a
great singer. That was a nerveracking point in time.”
After taking his last final on
Dec. 9, Bandi flew to California
just two days later.
Although he didn’t make
it past the Hollywood round,
Bandi said the experience was
incredible.
“I made it to the top 220 sing-

ers,” he said. “It was awesome
going out there and seeing how
everything worked. I met some
of the most amazing people I’ve
ever met and some of the most
talented people.”
His fellow contestants have
become his new friends and all
share the same passion.
“It was so cool because everyone had the same vision,” Bandi
said. “Hollywood week, everyone was singing out in the hallway all night and helping each
other out. It was awesome.”
Bandi said he learned a lot
about how the music industry
works. From interviews and
photo shoots to just how much
time goes into it all, Bandi said
he is coming away with a better
understanding because of the
experience and a determination
to continue.
“I’m not giving up,” Bandi
said. “Just since the show aired
of me getting my golden ticket,
I’ve gotten around 500 ‘likes’ on
my Facebook page. Everyone
is telling me to keep going; it’s
pretty awesome. I’m definitely
not going to give up.”
Bandi is also trying to book
shows to play while finishing out
his senior year.
“It’s hard to get a hold of the
booking agents on the Square,
but I’m trying,” he said. “But I
do hope to play a lot of shows in
Oxford this semester.”
While playing in Oxford may
be difficult, Bandi is continuing
his music career by starting work

EDELMAN,

continued from page 4
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nedy is an indicator of the way
she speaks directly to those in
power and is very forthright
(about) what programs work
and what doesn’t and what
needs to be done,” Meacham
said.

PHOTO COURTESY AMERICAN IDOL

Chris Brandi auditioning for American Idol.

on a CD with the help of people
who worked with stars like Keith
Urban and Jake Owen. He has
also not ruled out the possibility
of returning to “American Idol”
next year.
Bandi said he doesn’t have a
particular favorite contestant
to win the competition because

they are all so good.
“I’m going to have to vote for
everybody,” he said. “I can’t pick
just one that I favor.”
Bandi’s music can be found on
both his Facebook page, Chris
Bandi Music, and on Myspace
at myspace.com/chrisbandimusic.

In 1968, Marian Wright married Peter Edelman, Kennedy’s
assistant, who she met on the
tour of the Delta. The same
year, Wright Edelman joined
Martin Luther King Jr. in efforts to improve poverty by being on the counsel for the Poor
People’s Campaign. Edelman is
still on many boards, including
the Robin Hood Foundation

and the Association to Benefit
Children, and is a member of
organizations, including the
Council on Foreign Relations
and the Institute of Medicine
of the National Academy of
Sciences.
She has also written books
describing her experiences and
knowledge. One of her books,
“The Measure of Success,” is
written in the form of a letter
to her son and describes what
she saw in the past and how it
has, or has not, changed. With
her husband, a Georgetown
Law School professor, Edelman
had three sons who have given
her four grandchildren.
The South Carolina native
studied at Spelman College in
Atlanta, during which time she
traveled to the Soviet Union
and Africa on a scholarship
and later received a law degree
from Yale. In between those
years, she became a civil rights
activist and was even arrested
for her work. Today, Edelman
still remains a voice for children across America.
“As future leaders, our students need to know where
there are opportunities to serve
and make a difference,” said
Meacham, who will moderate
the conversation at the Overby
Center. “In fact, students don’t
have to wait to take action.
Those opportunities are right
outside our campus gates.”

02.16.12
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Originality springs forth from Southside Gallery’s Winter’s Ink
BY TERESA HENDRIX
thendri@olemiss.edu

As the groundhog confirmed, we’re not escaping
winter easily this year. Sometimes it may seem like each
day spent inside during the
cold months is a carbon copy
of the last. Luckily, though,
artistic originality and creativity don’t have to hibernate as
Southside Gallery’s Winter’s
Ink exhibit can help spring feverish viewers to remember.
“All of these (artists) have
some down time, just due to
the weather, so they’re probably going to be in their studios
making work,” said Andrew
Blanchard, the show’s curator. “I’ve been represented
by Southside Gallery since
I went to grad school at Ole
Miss. (They) presented me
with this great opportunity (to
curate).”
This particular show is focused on prints, a medium
of art with many varieties
but also some misconceptions
among the public — something Winter’s Ink seeks to
cure.
“Many people think of prints
as all reproductions, whereas
every one of these prints (in
the exhibit) are original pieces
of art,” said Southside Gallery director Wil Cook.
“As a printmaker, I’m really
concerned about educating
the public about what an original hand print is: an original
work of art, not a reproduction of another medium that
has been printed.” said Steven
Chapp, one of the featured
artists.
“Printmaking is unique,”
Blanchard said. “It’s a working man’s and woman’s process. It’s very manual labor;
heavy, as well as artistic. Fifty
percent of it is laborious, and
50 percent of it is creative.
These pieces force you to
come up to them and look at
all the little details. They pull
you in. They’re rich. They’re
saturated in color.”
Once the originality of the
works has been grasped, variety within the medium is another element of printmaking
that is represented by the exhibit for the visual enrichment
of its viewers.
“All of the artists were using different print mediums,
something really interesting to
see,” said Virginia Chavis, Ole
Miss graphic design professor
and featured artist. “Each artist takes a different approach
to getting his or her image on
paper.”
Specifically, Chapp said the
show “represents lithography,
digital imagery, screen printing, multi-colored wood cuts
or relief prints, (among others). Andrew (the curator) had
a keen eye in terms of the subject matter, technique, variety
of scale and in terms of sizes

of imagery. It’s a wonderful
show.”
Much of what makes the
show “wonderful” is the imagery used to convey underlying
themes in each piece. Chavis
said she employs “metaphorical imagery about relationships, illustrating how each
day can bring a new puzzle
to complete. “Even on days
when you don’t want to interact with others, there’s a passion inside that drives you to
be with that person, a choice
in the way one decides to live
his or her life,” she said.
Chapp said he “used the
crow (image) as kind of a metaphor, symbolic of an observer of mankind, a response to
(a human) event and reflects
how as human beings we’re
kind of tied to each other, all
of us.”
Variety is seen not only in
the prints in the exhibit, but
also in the artists themselves.
“It’s always good to see
what artists who aren’t from
Oxford or from the region are
doing because some people,
most of the art they see is local, so it’s always good to have
people from other places too,”
Cook said.
The originality of the medium, works and artists culminates in unique experiences
for viewers from the university
and the Oxford community.
“The more exposure to art,
the better educated one becomes,” Chavis said.
“To see something fresh and
new is really important, and
there are a lot of symbols that
can be recognized and associated with,” Blanchard said.
“From that they can derive
their own story or narrative.”
You can “derive your own
story” from Winter’s Ink during these final bleak days from
now until March 3 at Southside Gallery on the Square.

PHOTOS COURTESY WIL COOK

CLOCKWISE STARTING FROM TOP LEFT: “Close to Home” by Virginia Chavis, “Hanging Around” by Virginia Chavis, “Ducks in a Row
Boat” by Virginia Chavis and “Reactive” by Steven Chapp.
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Drew Holcomb and the Neighbors return for spring tour

PHOTO COURTESY SHARON CLARK
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Album art for the band Drew Holcomb and the Neighbors. The group is from Nashville, Tenn.

BY MALLORY SIMERVILLE
thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Nashville band Drew Holcomb and the Neighbors makes
an almost yearly visit to Oxford.
“It’s kind of a homecoming
for us, or at least for me,” Drew
Holcomb said. “My sister and
my brother went to school at
Ole Miss; I have tons of great
memories in Oxford. I love
the Square, I love Ajax, I love
Bottletree and Proud Larry’s is
a great spot.”
Drew Holcomb and the
Neighbors is made up of lead
singer Drew, with his pianoand mandolin-playing wife, Ellie, on lead guitar, Nathan Dug-

ger, on bass, Rich Brinsfield and
on drums, Jon Radford.
The group has produced four
different records in the past
six years, and after releasing
“Chasing Someday,” the band
began its spring tour in Little
Rock.
“We are just a hard touring
singer/song writer band,” Holcomb said. “We love getting to
do what we do for a living.”
Last spring, the band opened
for the Goo Goo Dolls in the
Grove, making an appearance
that was special to them.
“Oxford has a lot of personal
history for us, and then getting
to play last year in the Grove
before the Goo Goo Dolls, it
was just an incredible night for
us,” Holcomb said. “It was a

beautiful spring night, the stars
were out.”
One of their most commercially appealing songs from the
album, “Live Forever,” has appeared in various commercials
and television series.
The song was written for
Drew and Ellie’s niece and
nephew, at a time when they
felt their music career might
have been coming to an end.
“It was a cool lesson for me,”
Holcomb said. “The song I
spent the least amount of time
worrying about the commercial
value has had the most commercial value. For me as a songwriter, it was a good thing for me to
see that if you write something
straight out of a deep place in
your soul, it might have more

value than if you try to write
something specifically so that
people will buy it or like it.”
Holcomb said he never in a
million years anticipated that
the song would have the impact
it has had.
“It’s a reminder that you
can’t control your life; you can
just do the best you can a day at
a time, and show up and work
hard, and hopefully good things
will happen,” he said.
Holcomb said the band tends
to lean toward a more lyricdriven sound but that the lyrics
and music join together.
“You need water and sunshine to make a song grow,”
he said. “If you take the music
away from any of our songs,
there would be a lot less to of-

fer.”
Holcomb said he believes a
lot of the band’s songs are centered around joy in the midst of
life and suffering.
“A lot of times I let the music
and the lyrics decide what the
song is about,” he said. “The
ability to communicate emotions with a wooden box with
strings on it was fascinating to
me. I just hope people walk
away feeling like they were alive
that night.”
Drew Holcomb and the
Neighbors will perform at
Proud Larry’s on Feb. 17. Doors
open at 8 p.m. Tickets are $10
in advance, $12 at the door.
“Oxford for us is a great town;
we love coming,” Holcombd
said. “We get excited about it.”

